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DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD THIS WINTER 

CTEK ESTIMATES THAT 57% OF MOTORISTS AT RISK OF BREAKDOWN THIS 
WINTER DUE TO AN UNDERCHARGED OR FAILING BATTERY 

 

When winter kicks in with its freezing temperatures, you need 
your car battery to perform to its maximum capability. And as 
we start to see temperatures drop in the morning, CTEK, a 
leading global brand in the care and maintenance of vehicle 
batteries, urges car owners to be prepared and protect against 
battery failure when the first chill strikes.  

A CTEK workshop survey has identified that as many as 25% of 
vehicles have a battery that could potentially fail during the 
current cold snap – placing car owners at severe risk of 
breakdown, just when they need their car the most.  

A further 32% of vehicles are at some risk of battery failure if action is not taken to maintain the 
condition of the battery. 

And of course let’s not forget the impact that COVID-19 is having on vehicle battery health; with many 
people home-bound under COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, car batteries are far more likely to fall flat the 
less frequently the car is driven or charged.  

Then we need to consider what happens to the battery when cold weather strikes. Battery performance 
can reduce by 35% when temperatures hit freezing and fall by as much as 50% if temperatures go 
even colder.  

So with as many as 1 in 2 vehicles driving around with an undercharged or failing battery, it becomes 
more important than ever this week to ensure that batteries are charged ready for the winter.  

Figures released by leading breakdown companies place battery failure as the single biggest cause of 
breakdowns during the winter. At freezing temperatures an engine’s starting power requirement can 
increase by as much as 250% when compared to that of a summer’s day. Furthermore with additional 
drains on the battery e.g. heated screens and seats, headlights and an increase in short journeys during 
the winter, the battery is being placed under a huge amount of strain – no wonder breakdown 
companies are so busy! 

Stefan Lind, Director at CTEK explains “Motorists get a false sense of security when it comes to the 
state of their battery when temperatures are that bit warmer. If the battery is undercharged during this 
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period it will still probably be able to start the vehicle, as it doesn’t need as much energy to get the 
engine going. Motorists won’t realise that their battery is undercharged. When temperatures do drop, 
the battery won’t have enough power to start the engine – in other words you will experience a ‘flat’ 
battery.” 

The cold weather also means that vehicle alternators and starter motors are also at risk of premature 
failure if the battery isn’t properly charged as they will have to work a lot harder to get vehicles started 
and moving. 

Every time the vehicle is started, 150 – 350A is drawn from the battery and if motorists are only making 
a small trip, the alternator won’t have the time or indeed the capability to replace the draw on the 
battery. Over multiple drops the charge within the battery will become lower and lower, placing it at risk 
of sulphation or even worse, failure. Low battery charge means that the alternator is being worked 
hard, which will also reduce its life significantly. 

CTEK recommends the regular use of a smart battery charger such at the CTEK MXS 5.0. The charger 
offers a unique, 5Amp eight step-approach to battery charging, available at the touch of a button, to 
ensure that any lead-acid battery is optimally conditioned, charged and maintained, indefinitely if 
required. Using advanced, patented technology to measure the battery’s power and health, the CTEK 
charging system will ensure that the appropriate action is taken to maximise the power and lifetime of 
the battery. Its unique technology means that it can safely maintain all types of 12V lead-acid vehicle 
battery. 

The MXS 5.0 Snowflake Mode is a special cold weather feature that delivers a higher voltage charge to 
ensure a 100% charge is achieved, quickly, safely and even in the coldest of conditions. 

Stefan Lind explains “As vehicle technology becomes increasingly complex, so does the requirement for 
greater support from the battery so that it can provide optimum power to the vehicle – it is the heart of 
the vehicle and without a regular charge with a good quality battery charger motorists are at increased 
risk of breakdown.” 

For further information on the full range of CTEK chargers and accessories visit www.ctek.com  

Ends 

Click here for more information about CTEK 

Notes for release: 

Figures quoted in release relate to a 6 week workshop trial undertaken by CTEK during September – 

November. 

http://www.ctek.com/
https://www.ctek.com/uk/ctek
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The trial identified that 57% batteries at risk of failure when cold weather strikes 

• 32% of vehicles had a battery that was not fully charged 

• 25% of batteries needed were failing and required replacing (1 in 4) 


